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| didn’t know United Way did7HAT
Features on new programs, including:
Plain City Free Clinic
Dolly Parton Imagination Library
North Union Junior Football League
10-Year Plan to End Homelessness
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SAVE THE DATE!
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Community Care Day 2009 is Tuesday May 19!

United Way campaign at 75% of goal. Needs help &chieve $840,000

While political campaigns are over,

another area campaign is just heating
up. The annual United Way campaign
stands at 75% of its $840,000 fundraising
goal with one month remaining.
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$628,121 has been pledged to date. In I8 P § : 5 4 -
fact, only four other United Ways & i - i % |
statewide are currently closer to their gog
than Union County (Cincinnati,
Bellefontaine, Oxford, and Orrville.)

United Way officials say that despite a
lagging economy, donations to the

Honda associates and United Way volunteers and sfafelebrate the $247,207 boost Honda of
organization to this point are steady with America, Mfg. gave to the annual campaign. Fromfiéo right: Barb Nicol, Union County Board of DD
last year. Additional help will be needed and UW Board Member; Sheriff Rocky Nelson, Union @ty Sheriff's Office and UW Board Member;

llen Pond, Huntington and UW Board Member; Ron lzkeé, Honda of America, Mfg.; Ginny Milburn,

over the ne_xt thr?e weeks, t_hOUQh' to pus onda of America,ngg.; Betty Hoile, Honda of AmeﬂpM%., and UW Board Membger; Bob)t;ie Jo

the campaign to its goal so it can meet theischuh, Honda of America, Mfg.; Mike Rose, UnicRural Electric and UW Board President; Shari

increased needs in the community. Marsh, UW Executive Director; Dave Bezusko, UW Caigpa& PR Director; Derric Brown, Mannasmith
Funeral Home and UW Campaign Chair; Joyce Garrardpk) County Engineer’s Office and UW Board

If you have not yet made your annual gift Me'mber; Jim Cox, McCarthy & Cox and UW Board Memlaexd Denise Grow, Memorial Hospital of

to United Way, you may do so by SendingUnlon County and UW Board Member.

cash or check to United Way of Union  Businesses can make corporate donatiorisyolved. United Way dollars stay here in

County, PO Box 145, Marysville, Ohio, sponsor upcoming United Way events, otJnion County, working in our community

43040. You can also give online at conduct a workplace campaign. Contactto address social service needs and

www.unitedwayofunioncounty.org the United Way at (937) 644-8381 to getimprove the quality of life for all.
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| didn’t know United

A new personal needs pantry in Richwood. An asgpam
for at-risk youth in Marysville. Participation feéor youth
baseball players in Raymond. A 10-year Plan to End
Homelessness in Union County. An activities divedor
the Community and Seasoned Citizens.

Fall 200§

Way did7HAT

15 programs have received more than $26,000 inapec
United Way support in 2008. Monies set aside at th
beginning of the year by United Way volunteerstang as
new programs develop or needs emerge through tiseo
of the year. Several of these programs are higtdatyhere.

Plain City Free Clinic offers doctor’s appointments evg Saturda

Health care providers in Plain City recently redagd the
need to establish a safety net for uninsured ratide

“Dr. (John) Adams, Il sensed that he was seeimg afl
patients that either couldn’t afford to pay him,fahey paid
him for an office visit, couldn’t get the prescit filled,”
said Charles Holcombe, a retired pharmacist vokriig to
help coordinate the Free Clinic. “He wanted to eamp
with a better, organized way to help these people.”

The group approached United Way for help. Dr. Adam
would offer free office visits on Saturday mornirigshis
new facility on South Jefferson Avenue. Two vokenrs,
currently office staff, would handle paperwork. eyhd
established partnerships for most of their openalioeeds.
But they still needed money to provide voucherscfnts
to use for medications prescribed at the Clinibéy could
not afford them.

United Way volunteers awarded the Free Clinic a@®1
grant in September. The Free Clinic opened itssitiee
next month, and anticipates seeing up to 15 patizmteek
when fully operational. They've already been ssséd in
their efforts.

“One of the patients we saw recently had been a&ABams
patient,” Holcombe said. “She had recently lostjbb,
therefore losing her health insurance. She cotubfford

Volunteers of the Plain City Free Clinic open theodrs to the new
program which offers free health care to uninsuredesidents each
Saturday morning. From left to right: Stacy TroyeCharles Holcombe,
Dr. John Adams, Il, Kelly Gregory, and Pam Wirz.

the COBRA payment. She is a severe diabetic wibd
pressure problems. She knew she needed contiawed c
because of her situation. But she didn’t know st was
going to do it. She was out of two medications Hiee
needed.”

For more information about the services offeredHgyFree
Clinic or to make an appointment, call (614) 87280
Volunteers are also needed.

United Way gives the gift of reading to area preschodahildren

reads to them every night.

Lindsay Cox is continuing a family tradition down time that they enjoy. They can read the
with her two and three-year old daughters, stories to you and it's real fun.”
Olivia and Makalya. The Richwood mother

Now, the Cox family is enhancing their fun by
assembling a free library of books with a new

“I remember my Dad always used to read  program unveiled this fall by United Way of
bedtime stories to me,” Cox said. “So we try tdnion County and its community partners. The
read every night. It helps them to learn. AndDolly Parton Imagination Library provides up
when they look at the pictures, they associate
the words that go with them. It's good sit-

Please sePROGRAMSon Page 2



New programs supported with United Way grant money
Dolly Parton Imagination Library encourages earlytaldhood literacy and family interacation

Parton Foundation, which has

nine years.

Continued from Page 1
to 60 books per preschool child to

new, hard-cover, age-appropriate
children’s book mailed directly to their
home. There is no cost to the family.
The books are provided by the Dolly

coordinated the program nationally for

“They get real excited when they see
them in the mail,” Cox said. “They

grab them and they're like, ‘Oh,
something!” It's awesome that they're Any Union County child under the age of five
free. Books can be pretty expensive.

encourage early childhood reading ang

I got

,» is eligible to receive up to 60 free books via
United Way's newly unveiled Dolly Parton
Imagination Library.

Enroliment forms are available at all
Union County public libraries, the
Union County Health Department, the purchase books or visit the library
Council for Union County Families, frequently. Kids going into

LEADS Head Start, the OSU Extensiokindergarten need to have the basic
Office, or the United Way website at concepts of reading down.”
www.unitedwayofunioncounty.org

families who might not be able to

HOW YOU CAN HELP!

It costs United Way $30 per year per

family interaction. The project will
help prepare children to enter

kindergarten. who are read to:

1. Have a higher vocabulary
upon entering kindergarten.  ang grow the program.

“Reading goes hand-in-hand with
lifelong success,” said Mike Rose, .
United Way's Board President. “If you 2. Become productive
can get your kids excited about reading, ~ students when they are
they’ll have success in school, and older.

they’ll have success in life. And 3. Stay out of crime as teens.

hopefully when they become adults, 4. Are better citizens and
that love of learning will still be there.” employees as adults.

Studies show that preschoolers child to pay the postage to get the books

to each child. 584 children are already
enrolled in the program. United Way is
seeking additional support to maintain

Your business could become a
sponsor. Time Warner Cable,
Marysville Public Library, and the
Union County Foundation already
have.

You could enroll your child or
grandchild so that they receive the

Parents can enroll any Union County

gift of reading.

child between the ages of newborn antMy initial thought was how much this - Log on to

four. Then, each month until their fifthcan help our at-risk families,” Rose
birthday, that child will receive a free, said. “We can get these books to

In their Own Words: North Union Junior Football

www.unitedwayofunioncounty.org
or call us at (937) 644-8381.

UPDATE: Affordable Housing Coalition moving forwdar
with 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness

In April, we told you about a $10,000 grant Unit&thy
awarded to the Affordable Housing Coalition of Umio
County to continue the work on our community’s Xay
Plan to End Homelessness.

That $10,000 proved to be the local match whicledeged
an additional $118,750 in regional and nationahtga
toward the program — an 11-fold return on your gimeent!

In July, the Coalition hired a Director to oversbe 10-year
plan. Victoria Rogers, who splits her time betwéstion
and Delaware Counties, confirms that a lack ofratible
housing in our community is the root of our locahieless
issue, as well as the reason many families struggheake
ends meet.

“The problems that cause homelessness are vergmdal
there’s not a quick fix to it,” Rogers said. “Bihe people
around the table are willing to work hard. Andtthrakes
the goal very attainable.”

Rogers, and partners from The Salvation Amry, aveking
to grow the alarmingly low number of affordable kg
units in Union County. They are negotiating withrent
landlords to offer more subsidized housing or tedothe
rental rates for low-income clients being servedrbg
Salvation Army’s Direct Housing Programs. Finahcia

families are being expanded through new grants The
Salvation Army and other community agencies araialyitg
for the area.

Opportunities are being created for volunteerseto g
involved as well. Rogers is coordinating an inttixee

See the original story on
Homelessness and the Lack of
Affordable Housing in our community.
It's archived on our website at:
www.unitedwayofunioncounty.org

workshop for the general public this spring to eais
awareness about the issue and “debunk” myths asebi
about the homeless. She will also be bringingoagn
mentoring program to Union County that matches farm
homeless clients with volunteers who can advismtbe
budgeting and financial stability.

“Someone will always be facing an eviction or expece a
personal or natural disaster,” Rogers said. “Thaty
we’'re using the ‘Housing First’ approach, to lirtie time
that they would spend in a shelter, get them itable
housing, and provide them with the support anduess

assistance and case management programs for hemelesneeded to maintain it.”

By the Numbers

In addition to the programs featured here, thefaihg organizations

received grant money from United Way this year.

$3,000 Community and Seasoned Citizens for an Actisifdérector

$1,800 North Union School District Personal Needs Ratur
provide hygiene and household cleaning itemnsofw-

income households

HOW YOU CAN HELP!

We can only award grants for “extra”
programs like this when the money is
available. This coming year, the needs and
requests of our 24 Member Agencies will
likely exceed the amount of money we’ll
have to spend. You could:

Give generously. If you haven't yet

$1,578 North Union Youth Baseball for participation $ee
$1,000 Plain City Village Pool for swimming passes dessons

made your United Way pledge this year,
please consider doing so. You may give
via cask or check and send to PO Box

$971 North Union Softball for Girls for participatidees 145, Marysville, Ohio, 43040 or online

atwww. unitedwayofunioncounty.org

Join the Community Investment
Committee or Youth Arts & Recreation
Committee. These volunteers determine
how to spend the money raised during
the annual campaign. They are trained
to evaluate agencies’ budget requests
and award grants based on the
community’s needs and the money
available.

“I believe it is important to include all children possible to teach teamwork
and work ethic, as well as to include them with the peers in activities
outside of the school setting. These growth expegnces can help them
become better community members in the future and ay instill in them the
giving spirit for their own lives.

$966 Marysville Art League for programming for disablandd
at-risk youth.

$552 East Elementary PTO for a Summer Art Camp

“My husband and | have been long-time United Way gyorters through
payroll deduction. Until now, | didn't pay much atention to where the funds
went. But it has been wonderful to see first hanthow an organization can
make a difference in people's lives.”

$500 Onhio Sled Hockey for participation fees

10 of the 60 participants in the North Union Junior $396 Union County Junior Football League for participatfees

Football League had their way paid by United Way ith
) ) ) fall through our Youth Arts & Recreation Grant Fund
— Melanie Hammons, North Union Junior Football lge@ Treasurer The organization was awarded a $920 grant.

$385 Raymond Junior Baseball for participation fees

$200 Richwood Area Business Association for a youthcegan

Bringing neighbors and resources together to improg lives in Union County.

Bringing neighbors and resources together to improg lives in Union County.




